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RETROSPECT OF MISSIONS 


To the East Innizs, to Arrica, and among the INDIANS OF Norta AmErica, undey 
the direction of “the Board of Managers of the General Convention of the Baptist 


Denomination in the United States.”’ 





Our Father, who art in heaven ; hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” 





N°. IX. 


lission to the East Indies. 


Continued. 


_ In a short time after the bre- 
thren were first cheered by the 
prospect of some success attend- 
ing their labours, a demand was 
made of them, in a peremptory 
manner, by the head collector of 
the district, for the immediate 
payment of three hundred dollars. 
Fears were entertained by them 
that the viceroy of Rangoon was 
concerned in the affair, and that 
it was only the commencement of 
a series of extortions. The bre- 
thren at once determined to resist 
Vou, IIl].—Wew Series. 








the measure as far as they could. 
To this end they drew up a pe- 
tition, to be sent to the viceroy, 
in which it was stated that in 
their own country they were ex- 
empted from taxes, on account 
of their religious character—that 
they did not come to Rangoon for 
the purpose of acquiring proper- 
ty, but to instruct the Burmans 
how to obtain eternal life—and 
that they had no money, but lived 
on the charity of the disciples of 
Christ. Before sending their pe- 
tition, they had an interview with 
one of the port collectors, who 
promised that he would investi- 


gate the case. The day follow- 
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ing he sent them a note stating 
that the difficulty was all settled, 
and that it was only a scheme of 
the head collector to get the mo- 
ney himself. For the trouble and 
anxiety thus occasioned they had 
no redress; but they were grati- 
fied on being released from the 
necessity of making up so large a 
sum, or of quitting the country 
should they be unable to comply 
with the demand. 

The zayat still continued to be 
visited by inquirers, a few of 
whom were under pungent con- 
viction of their sinful state by 
nature, and were anxious to learn 
what they should do to be saved ; 
but yet were deterred from mak- 
ing a public acknowledgment of 
their exercises, through fear of 
the emperor. Of thesé young con- 
verts the brethren were very ten- 
der. One of them expressing a de- 





sire to become a disciple in pro- 
fession as well as in heart, Mr. | 
Judson stated tohim, in a friendly | 
way, the danger to which he. 
would expose himself, and asked 
him whether he loved Christ bet- | 
ter than his own life? He replied, | 
very deliberately and solemnly, | 
“ When I meditate on this religion, 
I know not what it is to love my 
own life.” 

On the 23d of October, 1819, 
Moung Thahlah and Moung Byaa 
presented to the brethren a letter, 
in which they professed their faith 
in Christ, and requested to be 
baptized privately. The brethren 





spent some time in conversation 





divine grace ; but as they possess- 
ed so little love for Christ as not 
to dare to die for his cause, advis- 
ed them to wait and reconsider the 
matter. On the 6th of November 
following, they presented another 
petition that they might be bap- 
tized, of which the following is a 
literal translation : 


“Moung Thahlah and Moung 
Byaa venture to address the two 
teachers :--Though the country of 
Burmah is very far distant from 
the country of America, yet the 
teachers coming by ship, the long 
way of six months, have arrived 
at this far distant country of Bur- 
mah, and town of Rangoon, and 
proclaimed the propitious news, 
by means of which we, having be- 
come acquainted with the religion, 
know that there is an Eternal God 
in heaven, and that there is a Di- 
vine Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
deserving of the highest love; and 
we know, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Divine Son, endured 
on account of all his disciples, 
sufferings and death, even severe 
sufferings on a cross, in their stead. 
On account of our sins, we were 
like persons laden with a very 
heavy burden. On account of our 
many sins, we found no deliver- 
ance, no place of refuge, and our 
minds were distressed. In this 
state remaining, the two teachers 
produced the sacred system from 
the scriptures, and we became in- 
formed of the existence of the one 
God, and of the facts, that the 
Divine Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 


with them, and were induced to | redeemed with his sacred life all 


believe that they had experienced |i who love and trust in him, and in 
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order to save his disciples from 
hell suffered death in their stead. 
Now we know, that we have sin- 
ned against the sacred One, and 
we know assuredly, that if we be- 
come disciples of the Divine Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be 
saved from the hell which we de- 
serve. We desire to become dis- 
ciples, and with the two teachers, 
like children born of the same 
mother, to worship the true God, 
and observe the true religion. 

* Onsearching in the scriptures, 
for ancient rules and customs, it 
does not appear that John and 
other baptizers administered bap- 
tism on any particular time, or 
day, orhour. We therefore ven- 
ture to beg of the two teachers, 
that they will grant, that on the 


6th day of the wane of the Tan-| 


zoungmong moon (Nov. 7th,) at 
6 o’clock at night, we may this 
drice receive baptism at their 
hands.” 

Under date of Lord’s-day, Nov. 
7th, Mr. Judson writes—“ We 
had worship as usual, and the 
people dispersed. About half an 


-hour before sunset the two candi- 
dates came to the zayat, accom- 


panied by three or four of their 
friends ; and, after a short prayer, 
we proceeded to the spot where 
Moung Nau was formerly baptiz- 
ed. The sun was not allowed to 
look upon the humble, timid pro- 
fession. No wondering crowd 
crowned the overshadowing hill. 
No hymn of praise expressed the 
exultant feeling of joyous hearts. 
Stillness and solemnity pervaded 
the scene. “We felt, on the banks 





1 of the water, as a little feeble, so- 


litary band. But perhaps some 
hovering angels took note of the 
event, with more interest than 
they witnessed the late corona- 
tion; perhaps Jesus looked down 
on us, pitied and forgave ourweak- 
nesses, and marked us for his own: 
perhaps, if we deny him not, he 
will acknowledge us another day, 
more publicly than we venture at 
present to acknowledge him. 

“In the evening, we all united in 
commemorating the dying love of 
our Redeemer; and I trust we en- 
joyed a little of his gracious pre- 
sence in the midst of us.” 

On the eyening of November 
10th, the little church attended 
the first Burman prayer meeting 
that was ever held, and agreed 
to meet for this purpose every 
Tuesday and Friday evening, im- 
mediately after family worship, 
which, in the evening had for 
some time previously been con- 
ducted in English, and had been 
attended by a number of Burmans. 
On the evening of Lord’s-day, 
November 14th, the brethren were 
highly gratified to find that the 
three converts repaired to the zay- 
at, and held a prayer meeting of 
their own accord, 

The spirit of opposition began 
now to manifest itself, and so 
alarmed the attendants at the 
zayat, that in a short time only 
one Burman, besides the converts, 
visited it, and he came rather pri- 
vately. This falling off, and the 
cause that produced it, determin- 
ed Mr. Judson and Mr. Colman to 





lay their case fully before the 
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young king, and to request his | 
permission to stay in Rangoon. 
and preach to those who were | 


willing to hear the word of truth. || 


Accordingly preparations were 
made for the voyage, and on the | 
2ist of December the brethren | 
embarked. Their boat was forty | 
feet long, and six feet wide in the | 
middle. A temporary deck of 
bamboos was laid throughout, and | 
on the hinder part of the boat, the 
sides were raised with thin boards, 
and a covering of thatch and mats 
tied on, so as to form two low 
rooms, in which they could sit | 
and lie down. Their voyage was | 
very pleasant. Although they 
heard frequent reports of robbe- 
ries and murders committed on 
board other boats, they passed un- 
molested, and on the 25th of Jan- 
uary, arrived at /va, the residence 
of the emperor, distant from Ran- 
goon about 350 miles. 
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AFRICA. 


Report of Dr. Ayres, Agent of the 
American Colonization Society. 





Washington, August 23, 1822. 
To E. B. Caldwell, Esq. Sec. Sc. 
SIR, 

WueEn I last had the honour of 
writing you by way of England, 
I gave you an account of my pro- 
ceedings until the Ist of January 
last, at which time I started from 
Sierra Leone with the labourers 
for Cape Montserado. I will now 
proceed to give a statement of the 
eccurrences since that time. 

We arrived at our settlement in 











five days, on the 7th of January. 
The Krooman, whom I had left in 
charge of the island, came off toe 
the vessel, and informed me that 
immediately after captain Stock- 
ton and myself had left the Roads 
of Montserado, the kings of the 
Do country, called king Peter to 
a palaver over the St. Paul’s river, 
for selling the country to a white 
man without first consulting them, 
and that they still retained him 
prisoner, and threatened to cut off 
his head, and said we should not 
have the land. I immediately be- 
gan to unload, intending to get 
possession, that the people might 


| goon with their building : I could 


then palaver with the kings at mr 
leisure. When the first boat pass- 
ed up the river, it was hailed by 
the natives and ordered back. [ 
paid no attention to them, but 
continued on with our business. 
I despatched a messenger to king 
Peter, informing him that I was 
ready to pay him the remainder 
of the purchase money according 
to our contract. Word continued 
to arrive from day to day, that the 
kings were all coming down to 
see me. I detained the vessel twg 
or three days after she was unload- 
ed, wishing to have the business 
settled before her return to Sierra 
Leone. On the 16th of January 
she sailed. As soon as the Augus- 
ta left the harbour, the kings came 
down. I have since found they 
cannot be brought to a palaver, 
without difficulty, while there is a 
vessel lying in the Roads. They 
sent me word they would meet me 
at Krootown the ne&t morning- 
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At the time appointed, Mr. Nich- 
olson, myself and five of our peo- 
ple repaired to the place appoint- 
ed to meet them. As it was acus- 
tom among the natives to go 
armed on all occasions, I per- 
mitted our coloured people to take 
their arms. Mr. Nicholson and 
myself went without: I thought 
unless we were strong enough to 
set them at defiance, it would be 
the better way to appear to place 
entire confidence inthem. When 
we arrived at Krootown, we were 
informed that king Peter was sick 
in his back and could not come; 
but that the kings were at his 
town, and wished me to come 
there. I did not much like the pro- 


‘posal, as captain Stockton and 


myself were told the same thing, 
which we afterwards found was a 
mere artifice. Our Krooman pro- 
tested against going, but said we 
eught to send word we were tired 
and could not come. I however 
determined not to delay time, and 
proceeded on to the town. On 
arriving we were shown to a seat 
in palayer hall. I could distinctly 
hear the kings, back of the hall, 
warmly disputing for some time. 
At length, they made their arrival ; 
spread their mats under the shade 
of a tree before the palaver hall, 
and took their seats. Their inter- 
preter rose, and asked me what I 
had come to Africa for ; I explain- 
ed to them our objeet in coming, 
and expatiated pretty freely on 
the advantages which would ac- 
crue to their country on a free 
exchange of good offices; that we 
had purchased the land te build a 








large house upon, to contain the 
goods we should bring out, and 
likewise to make plantations to 
raise rice, tobacco, &c. for our 
support. After I had done speak- 
ing, king Long Peter rose and 
said, that when captain Stockton 
and myself were there to buy land, 
they told us they were willing, but 
the land did not belong to them 
alone, it belonged to all the kings ; 
that they would call all the kings, 
and hear what they would say. 
They had now called all the 
kings, and their answer was, they 
were not willing we should have 
the land; that I mustnow take back 
the nioney which we had paid king 
Peter, and leave the country. I 
answered that when captain Stock- 
ton and myself were there before, 
they told us they were the right- 
ful owners of the land, and that 
the book they gave us would tes- 
tify the same; that we had 
bought the land and in part paid 
for it, and I now had the remain- 
der of the money to pay them ac- 
cording to their written contract, 
and insisted upon their receiving; 
it—As to taking the things back, 
I told them I could not do that; 
capt. Stockton had purchased 
and part paid for the land, he had 
left me there in charge of it, and 
to build-a house to receive goods 
against he returned, which, I ex- 
pected, would be very soon—and 
agreeably to the laws of their own 
country, when a bargain was can- 
celled, wherein part of the pur- 
chase money had been paid, it was 
always incumbent on the party to 
returr the same goods which they 
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had received—This I knew they 
could not do, as I knew they had 
drunk up the rum, and used great 
part of the tobacco. If I should 
take back the goods which re- 
mained and go away, capt. Stock- 
ton would not know where to find 
me, and as there would be a great 
loss, there would then be a palaver 
against me—This I could not con- 
sent to. King Peter took a pri- 
vate opportunity of begging of me 
to take the things back to the 
Island, and wait there until capt. 
Stockton should arrive, or else, 
says he, they will kill we, and we 
no want to die ; the big tears roll- 
ing down his furrowed cheek at 
the same time. 

After the kings had retired a 
short time to consult, they return- 
ed, and had all the goods which 
were yet unconsumed placed be- 
fore me, requesting me to point 
out what was lacking. I did so. 
There were twelve kings present ; 
two of these were very clamorous 
for us to go away, the others said 
nothing. King Willey said he 
would eat all our tobacco, and 
Urink all our rum, and then he 
would drive us away. All but 
these two, I understood, were anx- 
ious for us to settle among them; 
but these being more active than 
the others, had brought them all 
to the measure of trying to drive 
us away. 

There were several reasons 
which induced me to take the 
goods back which we had deliver- 


ed to king Peter, I was assured by 


both the kings Peters, that their 
lives would be in danger unless I 


| consented to the measure. 2d 
When we purchased the land, 
they peremptorily objected to our 
building on the Cape, where we 
wished to build; we had yielded 
and agreed to the island opposite 
the mouth of the river, where 
they had engaged to put six houses 
for us by the time I returned, but 
which they had not done. On ex- 
amining this site more particu- 
larly, I found there» was a large 
pond in the back of it, which 
would render it a very unsuitable 
place for a town, and made it quite 
necessary to select another situa- 
tion, and this would cause another 
palaver. 3d. There had been a mis- 
take indelivering the goods to king 
Peter. We hac engaged to give 
him one keg of powder, but, by 
mistake, he had received six kegs; 
this, at the same time that it re- 
duced our stock, put him in pos- 
session of a quantity of ammuni- 
tion I was no ways desirous he 
should possess. For these rea- 
sons I had determined to take tlie 
goods back, and negotiate for 
building on the Cape if possible. 
I would at once have closed with 
their request, but they insisted 
upon our taking the things to the 
beach ourselves. To this I would 
not consent; much conversation 
ensued, they began to be noisy, 
and some of them intoxicated. [I 
could bring them to no determi- 
nation, and, as it grew late, I de- 
termined to go home and leave 
the final settlement of our busi- 
ness until the next day. When we 
began to make preparations for 








|| moving, they raised a great cla- 
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mour, and said I must not go un- |/ed from every mouth: such was 


til the palaver was settled. I per- 
ceived they began to arm them- 
selves with guns, spears, knives, 
&c., and by their noise and turbu- 
lence I perceived they intended to 
make use of a show of force for 
our detention. But I had received 
a very contemptuous opinion of 
their courage, and conceiving this 
a critical time to impress them 
with an idea of our superiority, 
I determined at all hazards not to 
be compelled by them. I request- 
ed Mr. Nicholson to walk round 
and count their muskets. He 
counted sixty, and we conjectured 
that there were twenty more dis- 
persed through the woods, and, 
. in all two hundred men, who were 
opposed to our going. We had 
but two muskets and two swords. 
To those unacquainted with the 
African character, it would ap- 
pear like rashness in us to attempt 
to oppose them; but they had 
shown such great dread at the 
name of captain Stockton and of 
our shipping, that I was well con- 
vinced they would not be the first 
to attack. I gave our people strict 
orders not to be the aggressars, but 
if they should attack us, to charge 
them boldly; set fire to their town 
in the vicinity of the gunpowder, 
and then make our escape before 
the explosion. Mr. Nicholson 
took the lead, our five coloured 
people in the centre, and I brought 
up the rear. In this order we 
started, and then commenced the 
most horrid scene of confusion: 
the bells rung, the war horns blew, 
end the shrill war whoop proceed- 








the noise that we could with diffi- 
culty make ourselves heard at any 
rate. As we passed through the 
town, I discovered our two Kroo- 
men sitting in a hut under guard. 
I stopped to talk with them, but 
could not persuade them to start 
with us: while engaged here, | 
got separated from our people and 
lost sight of them; I was surround- 
ed by a great many natives, but 
they kept at a very respectable dis- 
tance from both Nicholson and my- 
self. I passed on to the skirts of 
the town, where I found Nicholson 
waiting for me, but none of our 
people were there. We went back 
to search for them, and found them 
near where I had separated from 
them; one stood with his rifle 
between his legs, and as many as 
could get hold had secured each 
end of it. John Fisher, being very 
tall, held his gun perpendicularly 
out of the reach of those wha 
were round him trying to pull his 
arm down to get hold of it. As 
Nicholson and myself approached 
them, with drawn swords, they 
immediately dispersed, and in no 
case did they come within reach 
of us. At this time, king Peter 
sent me word that if I would come 
back afew minutes, and make out 
a list of the goods on hand, and 
specify what was deficient, we 
could then go away peaceably, 
and the palaver would be ended. 
Wishing much to avoid all dis- 
putes with them, I thought it best 
to make another attempt to settle 
the business before 1 went away. 
Mr. Mill is their scrivener, and 
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they will make no book without 
his being present. After I had 
returned to the palaver hall, search 
was made for him, but he could 
not be found. The kingysaid, as 
Mr. Mill was gone, the business 
could not be settled that evening ; 
but, if I would stay till morning, 
he would send for him, and we 
would have the business settled. 
It had now become quite dark, 
and I thought it better to yield to 
his solicitations. No sooner was 
it known that I had consented to 
stay all night, than all confusion 
ceased through the towr, though 
it was still kept up through the 
woods for some time after. They 
then appeared to strive with each 
other who should be most accom- 
modating. The king gave me his 
best house, and pulled off his roy- 
al robes to make mea bed. Ina 
short time supper was set for us, 
consisting of rice, plantains, ba- 
nannas and fowls nicely cooked. 
The utmost harmony and good 
will appeared to subsist among all 
classes. These people are pos- 
sessed of a truly amiable disposi- 
tion, where they have not been vi- 
tiated by an intercourse with the 
tmiscreant whites who have traded 
on the coast. 

The next morning, the king 
sent a message for Mr. Mill to 
come and make out the list of ar- 
ticles. Several of the kings like- 
‘wise visited Mill and old Carrey. 
The day passed off and Mill did 
not come. I spent this day ina 
very interesting manner, viewing 
their customs, their games and 
exercises. Shortly after the kings 











had returhed from old Carrey’s, } 
was told they had formed a plan 
for carrying me into the interios 
of the country, and there keep me 
until captain Steckton should re- 
turn. I at first gave no credit to 
the report. I sent one of our Kroo- 
men to the island, to inform our 
people of every thing that passed, 
and gave them directions to keep 
a strict guard, and be ready to 
come to our assistance, if we 
should stand in need. In this way 
the day passed, without seeing any 
thing of Mr. Mill. Next morn- 
ing the intelligence was strongly 
confirmed, that they intended, if 
they could, to make a prisoner of 
me, and take me into the interior, 


I was likewise assured that this - 


was 4 plan of old Carrey’s, whose 
island was within musket shot of 
ours. He feared, if I returned, I 
should destroy his town, in re- 
venge for the insult I had receiv- 
ed from his people, who were very 
active in the fray of the first even- 
ing. As Mr. Mill did not come 
this third morning, I addressed a 
note to him, telling him I under- 
stood that our difficulties with the 
kings originated principally with 
him and old Carrey; that I had 
waited ail the day before for him ; 
and if he did not now come, he 
should answer for it at his peril. 
This message brought him forth. 
I at this time believed Mr. Mill 
to be our enemy, I have since had 
reason to doubt its being so, and 
now I believe he is as friendly to 
our cause as any person. After 
Mill came, ! saw no disposition in 
the kings to bring our cause to an 
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issue; I therefore sent one of our 
men to the island, to fetch as ma- 
nv of our men as could be safely 
spared, and to let them be well 
armed. After I thought this mes- 
senger had had time to arrange 
things on the island, and be on his 
way back, I sent word to the kings 
that I had waited on them a long 
time, and nothing had been done, I 
would now wait two hours longer, 
and if they did not come and settle 
our business in that time, I would 
start for home; and if I received 
any molestation 6n my passage, I 
would cut off the heads of every 
king present. This brought them 
forward at once. King Peter and 
king Willey came into my tent 
and said, that in rolling the barrel 
of rum up from the beach, a stave 
broke, and the rim was all lost; 
and rolling up the tobacco, a stave 
broke, and one third of the tobac- 
to was lost, although the barrel 
stood at my elbow, entirely whole 
in its staves, but one head out and 
nearly all the tobacco gone. I pre- 
tended to give credit to their as- 
sertions, and told them I would 
_taake them a present of the tobac- 
co which was left, to be divided 
among all the kings. In a few 
minutes we made out the required 
list, and they began moving the 
goods to the beach, and we start- 
ed forhome. On our way we met 
our people coming with fixed bay- 
onets, and well disposed to use 
them if occasion required. 

Peace and harmony being re- 
stored, trade flowed in upon’ us 
from all quarters. I-was daily so- 


licited’ by kings from different’ 
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quarters, to quit that place and to 
go with them. They said they 
would give me as much land as I 
wanted. I found that the objec- 
tion which had been raised to our 
settling on the Cape, applied on- 
ly tothat part which laid betweena 
line drawn opposite to our island 
and the point of the Cape, and 
arose from a peculiar sanctity 
supposed to he attached to that 
place on account of its peculiar 
formation. Below this spot which 
is called the Devil’s Bush, they 
had no more objection to our set- 
tling than on any other place, 
and here I determined to build 
our town. My attention was first 
turned to making a vault to secure 
our powder. This was done by 
turning an arch of stone over a 
small vault. The natives were 
struck with great surprise at this ; 
they would sit by the hour and 
look at the workmen. They would 
say, Well, who ever heard before 
of thatching a house with rocks! 
Well, white man does beat the De- 
vil! King George lived at the foot 
of the mount, and laid claim to 
the whole of the Cape as his law- 
ful right. Although this tract was 
included in our first purchase, 1 
thought it would be better to pur- 
chase a right of him, separately, 
at the price of a few gallons of 
rum, than to have any noise about 
taking possession of it. I there- 
fore contracted with him for - 
a settlement below the Devil’s 
Bush, and immediately commenc- 
ed working on it. 

Our people were highly elated 
with the success of our negotig- 
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tions, and I was much in hopes 
they would prosecute their busi- 
ness of clearing and building with 
spirit; but the land not being di- 
vided so that each one could work 
on his own land, It found great 
difficulty in stimulating them to 
exertion. 

The first week in February was 
entirely lost from our business by 
sickness. There was an epidemic 
prevailed, and from which but 
one of the colonists escaped. It 
was generally but of few days 
continuance; though, in a few in- 
stances, they were seriously ill. 
Mr. Nicholson and myself had 
very severe attacks of this disease, 
from which heither of us recover- 
ed perfectly, until we had got far 
on our passage home. This did 
not form a solitary instance, under 
my observation, how much more 
congenial the climate is to the 
constitution of blacks than whites. 
The lassitude and debility which 
was induced by this disease, ope- 
rated much against the progress 
of our building. This, added to 
the disappointment of not seeing 
the Augusta return at the expect- 
ed time, produced a greater de- 
pression of spirits than I had seen 
at any time since I had been in the 
country. A want of fortitude to 
bear up against little disappoint- 
ments seems to form a character- 
istic of the people of colour. I 
hired some of the natives to assist 
our people in building, and had 
the promise of some more in a 
short time. 

On the 16th of February, a ves- 








sel arrived in the harbour with 
American colours flying. Mr. 
Wiltberger soon came on shore, 
and informed mre that Mr. Hunter 
had gone with the Augusta to the 
Rio Pongus after a slave vessel, 
and that he had purchased the 
Calypso, of Charleston, for the 
purpose of removing the colonists 
and goods from Fourah bay. 

My presence had now become 
necessary at Freetown, for the 
purpose of a final settlement, on 
the removal of the last of our peo- 
ple and goods. Being very ill at 
the time, I had myself convey- 
ed on board the Calypso, as soon 
as she was unloaded, and sailed 
for that place. 

I left the management of the 
colony, during my absence, in the 
hands of Joseph Blake and Frede- 
rick James. On our passage up 
we met Mr. Hunter. He had pro- 
ceeded from Freetown to the Rie 
Pongus, where he had taken a ves- 
sel by the name of Dolphin, cap- 
tain Pierson, intended for slaves, 
and sent her to the United States 
for adjudication. He had then 
taken in a load of goods from 
Fourah bay, and on his passage 
to Cape Montserado he. had 
taken another vessel which had 
slaves on board, but on seeing 
the Augusta landed them. This 
vessel was entered for trial ai 
Freetown, and not decided when 
I left there. 


March 9th, we arrived at Free- 
town. The Calypso not being 
coppered could not be retained on 
the coast, and I determined te 
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send her home. Some repairs 
being necessary to fit her for the 
voyage, I had them done. 

On the 2d of April, having set- 
tled all accounts, and got the re- 
mainder of the property and colo- 
nists on board, we sailed for Cape 
Montserade, and arrived in the 
harbour en the 7th. The Kroo- 
men came on board, and gave me 
a lamentable account, indeed, of 
the occurrences during my ab- 
sence. AfterI had sailed, they 
went on very rapidly with their 
buildings for about two weeks. 
The natives were very friendly, 
and about twenty had commenced 
working with our people. 

March 20th. There came into 
the harbour a vessel, prize to capt. 
Knight, with a letter to me, re- 
questing our assistance in proecur- 
ing water for the vessel’s crew 
and thirty-five slaves they had on 
board. The prizemaster and king 
George of the Cape had some dis- 
pute about the price to be paid 
for the privilege of getting water. 
He was repeatedly warned to take 
eare of that night. Accordingly 
about nine o’clock in the evening, 
the cable parted, and as the prize- 
master alleges, was cut by the na- 
tives, and his vessel came on shore 
on the bar. 

The natives collected in great 
numbers to assist in plundering 
the vessel. Their great noise 
alarmed our people on the island, 
and John Fisher, with one of the 
natives, went to see what was go- 
ing on. When he got to the beach, 
king George would not suffer him 








to land ; he then returned, and in- {{ ed with slaves arrived, they in like 


formed our people of the disaster. 
It was rendered very probable, 
from the previous dispute and 
present irritation of the natives, 
that it was their intention to plun- 
der the vessel and murder the 
crew. The anxiety of the péople 
to get possession of the slaves was 
increased by the presence of a 
French vessel -in thé harbour 
taking in slaves, and as they had 
found much difficulty in fulfilling 
their contract. with the French 
captain they thought this a very 
favourable opportunity. of getting 
theircomplement of slaves. Joseph 
Blake seeing the critical situation 
of the British, proposed to our 
people to go to their assistance. 
None would venture but John 
Fisher, Joshua Webster, Wiley 
Jones, George Washington, and 
Jonas Carey. They nobly deter- 
mined to rescue their fellow crea- 
tures from destruction, or perish 
in the attempt. . The prizemaster 
was about to discharge an eigh- 
teen pounder upon the natives, 
when he heard Blake hail him, and 
tell him to Jand and he would pro- 
tect him. He then desisted from 
firing, and began to send his boats 
on shore. 

Blake drove the natives from the 
beach, drew a line in the sand, and 
told them if they crossed over that 
line he would not he answerable 
for the consequence, They obeyed 
the order until they saw a boat 
came on shore. They rushed into 
the surf, snatched out the ammuni- 
tion and guns, and ran away with 
them. When the second boat load- 
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manner attempted to rob it of the 
slaves, and did succeed in carry- 
ing away five. Blake was engaged 
in getting them back, when a Bri- 
tish sailor took up a musket, and 
unadvisedly shot down two of 
the natives who expired on the 
spot. King George then said he 
had guns at home, and he would 
now go and get them, and he 
would shoot as well as the British. 
The natives then retired and dic 
not molest them any more. Our 
people were all engaged the re- 
mainder of the night and next 
day, in getting the slaves and pro- 
perty of the British on shore and 
securing it. The next day king 
George went opposite old Carrey’s 
island, and hailed them, telling 
them that as they and we had 
helped the British, we should nei- 
ther of us get any more water on 
his side the riyer. Our people 
sent a boat strongly manned and 
armed for water. The signal was 
immediately given to George, by 
sentinels he had placed for the 
purpose, when there were seen a 
number of the enemy walking 
briskly towards the spring. The 
British officer and Blake, with two 
sailors, immediately proceeded to 
the support of our boat, which 
they met on its return, without 
having seen any thing of the ene- 
my. They proceeded on peace- 
ably until they came to a narrow 
part of the river, where a brisk 
fire was opened upon them from 
the bushes. It was promptly re- 
turned by both boats; and was 
kept up near half an hour, our 
people aiming where they saw the 





smoke rise, but without seeing 
any other appearance of the ene- 
my. Seeing they made but little 
impression on them, Blake pro- 
posed to land at the place, and 
rout them with the bayonet. Mr, 
M‘Clean agreed to the proposal, 
and ordered the boat to pull for 
the place whence the smoke issued. 
As they approached the shore, the 
enemy fled, and put an end to the 
action. Blake and John .Fisher 
were slightly wounded; Wiley 
Jones and one of the British sailors 
mortally. The next day the ene- 
my made their appearance on the 
heigits, opposite the island, broke 
down some of the houses our peo- 
ple had begun to erect, and com- 
menced a fire upon them on the 
island. Two or three shot from 
a six pounder dispersed them. 
The natives were afterwards at 
work on the wreck; a British sailor 
seeing this, caught a stick out of 
the fire and fired a cannon at them, 
which stood near the house con- 
taining our stores. The powder 
being damp, blowed at the touch- 
hole, and caught to the house. By 
this unfortunate and reprehensi- 
ble act of a British acting mate 
whom we had taken under our 
protection, we lost the greater 
part of our provisions, tools, cloth- 
ing, and all the muskets but those 
in the hands of the people. They 
were fortunate enough to save the 
greater part of the meat in bar- 
rels, the tobacco, and some rice. 
The natives now stopped all trade, 
and those in our employ fled at 
the. commencement of hostilities. 





In this state of confusion I found 
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things on my, return from Free- 
town, with the last cargo and the 
remainder of the colonists. ‘ Hos- 
tilities now ceased, and a convo- 
cation of all the kings was called, 
to settle the affair. Africa as well 
as Europe boasts of its holy alli- 
ance, and all difficulties between 
nations are settled in palaver of 
kings. On this occasion, our Bo- 
son, king of Condo, and king Bris- 
ter presided. Boson had arrived at 
old Carrey’s with his twenty wives 
before my return: he brought 200 
men as far as St. Paul’s, to be in 
readiness to make war in case he 
could not succeed in procuring 
peace. The other kings arrived 
at king Peter’s town, and many 
days passed before they could be 
prevailed upon to venture over to 
Carrey’stown. They were equal- 
ly afraid of our guns and of Bo- 





son. They at length ventured 
over after repeated assurances | 
from both of us that we would not | 
disturb them. After sitting seve- | 
ral days in palaver on their own. 
business, on the 24th of April our | 
cause came on before seventeen | 
kings, and between thirty and for- | 
ty half kings. They called upon 
me to state why I had called the 
palaver. I gave a succinct ac- 
count of all that had passed since 
my arrival in Africa, and a par- 
ticular one of all our concerns 
with king George. He was then 
called upon to answer the charges 
brought against him. He endea- 
voured to throw the blame entire- 
ly upon Blake, and said it was he 
who shot the two men onthe 
beach, Fortunately for us, the 








French captain was then on shore, 
and I brought him and his inter- 
preter, to prove that the mate of 
the British prize vessel had ac- 
knowledged, in his:presence, to 
the act of shooting the two men 
when landing, and of firing the 
cannon which burnt our store 
house. George being foiled in 
this plea, then attempted tothrow 
the charge of murder on our wo- 
men ; he said they fired the cannon. 
I pointed out to them his absur- 
dity, in first charging one with the 
crime, and when refuted placing 
the blame upon another; a sure 
indication that he wastrifling with 
the audience, and did not wish the 
truth to appear. Several others 
spoke, some of whom had no Eng- 
lish interpreter. We spent the 
whole day in hearing the cause, 
When we broke up, I was told the 
kings would make up their minds 
and give sentence next morning. 
I was told by my interpreter be- 
fore I left the ground what the 
sentence would be. He said they 
would tell me when we met, that 
I must go away, and then we must 
palaver again. This is their man- 
ner of prolonging a palaver as 
long as they can get tobacco and 
rum to support them. The next 
morning we met again. After or- 
der was restored, one of the kings 
rose and said, the decision of the 
kings was that I must go away. I 
was determined to bring the affair 
to an issue at once, and in a deter- 
mined manner told them I had 
purchased the land twice over; I 
had once paid king George, and 
in part paid the kings in the first 
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place: that now I would not go 
away; the land I would have, and 
if they thought they could drive 
me away, they might make the 
attempt as quick as they chose ; 
that I had not made war yet, but 
if they attempted to drive us from 
the land, I would show them what 
fighting was. I would bring ships 
and batter down all the towns of 
those who opposed us from Cape 
Mount to the Line. While making 
this speech, I narrowly watched 
the countenances of kings Brister 
and Boson. Brister showed evi- 
dent signs of concern, but Boson 
shook his sides very heartily with 
laughter. By this I found I had 
touched the right chord, and did 
not spare invectives. The other 
kings appeared uneasy and said 
one to another, Oh, look, white 
man getting mad; white getting 
mad! Boson, to second the im- 
pression I had made, sent one of 
his people round to circulate a 
report, that there were four large 
ships a little way to the south- 
ward, making into the harbour. 
This was pronounced to be com- 
modore Mends, who was daily ex- 
pected with his squadron from a 
cruise to the southward. This 
threw all into confusion, and it 
was with difficulty we could keep 
the kings together until the busi- 
ness was settled. 

King Boson now came forward 
for the first time and spoke. He 
said it appeared in evidence, that 
we had not been to blame in the 
war ; that we had bought the land 
and paid for it, it was therefore 
ours. That they said I must go 











away, and I said I would not go; 
that it was useless to multiply 
words about it, but he should like 
to see the man who would attempt 
to drive me away. The kings re- 
tired a few minutes, and then re- 
turned, and said:—If I liked the 
Cape I might have it, they would 
not receive any thing for it; but I 
might go there, because I liked 
that place better than the island. 
They asked what would be done 
in case another vessel should be 
wrecked? I told them that we 
should protect the crew and pro- 
perty ; that our principle was to 
help all people in distress, let 
them be who they would. They 
then asked, if there should a slave 
vessel come into our port, and be 
attacked by the British, if we 
would protect the slave vessel ?— 
I told them no; the slave trade 
was condemned by all the nations 
of Europe, and I would not pro- 
tect any vessel that was trading 
contrary to the laws of the coun- 
try to which it belonged. 

They said during the remem- 
brance of the oldest of their kings 
there had been no such thing 
known as war between black man 
and white man, and to prevent 
any such disaster in future, they 
had decreed that old Carrey and 
I should be brothers, and that 
king Peter should be our common 
father. If any of Carrev’s men 
should do any thing wrong to 
me, or to any of our people, I 
should not make war on that ac- 
count, but should lay the case be- 
fore,king Peter, and he would set- 
tle it without war; and the same 
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thing should take place if Carrey 
received an injury from any of us; 
and if any disturbance should 
arise with any of king Peter’s 
people and ours, then king Bris- 
ter was to be the umpire ;—that 
in any case there should not be 
war between black man and white 
man. Thus these politicians of 
nature have provided a balance of 
power. I then asked them if they 
had any further demand against 
me for the land, or if they expect- 
ed at any future time to demand 
any further pay? They said No. 

Having now, settled our busi- 
ness, I received a hearty shake of 
the hand from most of their sa- 
ble majesties. They having got 
over the panic from the report of 
the arrival of a squadron, our 
island was soon filled with kings, 
lords, nobles, &c. &ce. &c. all 
begging for rum and tobacco. 

The next day, 25th of April, 
we took formal possession of our 
land, by hoisting the American 
colours, and firing a salute, in the 
presence of all the kings and peo- 
ple. The kings then retired to 
- king Peter’s town, to settle other 
concerns, and to try king George 
for his misdemeanors in the war. 
They sentenced him to pay five 
slaves, twenty baskets of salt, and 
to move away with all his people, 
er have his head cut off. He 
ehose the former conditions, and 
left the place. 

The rains had now set in, and 
almost every day brought a delug- 
ing tornado. Our people were 
very much exposed on the low 
and unhealthy island of Perse- 








| verance, and I feared every day 


the scenes of Compolar would be 
realized among us. In that case 
I could not for one moment hesi- 
tate what line of conduct to pur- 
sue; and had determined if they 
began to grow very sickly before 
we could get the houses fit to oc- 
cupy, I would again throw our 
selves on the humanity of our old 
friends at Sierra Leone, whose 
kindness we had so often expe- 
rienced. Our next business was 
to collect the palm leaf for cover- 
ing the houses ; this was to be ob- 
tained about four miles up the 
Stockton river. 

Mr. Saunders, with the Calyp- 
so’s boat, and as many of the sai- 
lors as could be spared from the 
vessel, went with our people— 
When they, returned in the even- 
ing, it was thought they had 
brought enough to cover one 
house ; so that, according to this 
calculation, it would take thirty 
days to cover all the houses. The 
people appeared very much ex- 
hausted, captain Saunders espe- 
cially, so that I could not think of 
risking his life, and the safety of 
the vessel, by permitting him to 
go again. There were also sever- 
al complaining of being very un- 
well. 

Since the disturbances which 
had taken place, we could get 
none of the natives. to work for 
us. I called the people together, 
and stated to them my impres- 
sions of the danger of remaining 
on that island so long a time un- 
der the heayy rains, as it would’ 
take te procure thatch for the 
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houses, and made them the offer 
of taking them back to Sierra Le- 
one, and occupying our old situa- 
tion, until the close of the rains ; 
then to take an early start, and 
have our buildings comfortably 
finished against another rainy sea- 
son. That it might be understood 
by all, that we had not relinquish- 
ed our title to the place, I propos- 
ed to keep possession by leaving 
our useless trumpery in otie of the 
houses, and giving Mr. Mill the 
liberty of living on the island un- 
til we returned: I gave them till 
the next morning to think of the 
proposal. Frederick James said 
that he had for some time thought, 
and he would now say, that it was 
impossible for him to do the work 
of his house, and he highly ap- 
proved the motion. Joseph Blake, 
Colin Teage, Allen James, Tho- 
mas Harris, John Dixon, and Wil- 
son Carey, expressed a wish to go 
to Sierra Leone: I told them if 
we went back to Freetown, I would 
return to the United States in the 
Calypso, and lay before the Socie- 
ty a full account of their situation. 
During the next hight we had a 
tremendous tornado. Many of the 
people were as wet as if they had 
been out in the whole of the rain. 
When I went on shore in the 
morning, I expected to have found 
them all making ready to return 
in the vessel; but I was informed 


by Mr. Lot Carey, that they had | 


considered my proposal, but were 
afraid if they left the place, there 
might some circumstance occur 
by which they would lose the 
situation, and they had rather risk 








their lives in the place, than to 
run the least hazard of losing, a 
place possessing so many advan- 
tages. They said Mr. Wiltber- 
ger had agreed to stay with them 
if I went home, and that they had 
found a sufficiency of a wide-leaf- 
ed tree on the premises to cover 
their houses, which was such as 
was used for that purpose in Sher- 
bro, and might soon be effected. 
I was much pleased to see that 
the proposal had aroused them to 
an energy which I had never wit- 
nessed in them before. 

I told them if they could satis- 
fy me of the practicability of co- 
vering their houses, I should be 
reconciled to their staying, and 
would stay with them. They were 
much gratified; and, in greatef 
spirits than I had ever seen 
them, hurried off to their work. 
They however urged me to re- 
turn, and lay before the Society 2 
full account of their situation and 
prospects. 

I then returned to Sierra Leone 
with the vessel, and laid in a suffi 
cient supply to answer the colony 
until the close of the rains, and 
ship’s stores for our passage. I 
took with me those mentioned 
above, with the exception of Al- 
len James, and left them at Free- 
town with supplies for the rainy 
season. 

When I returned to Montsera- 
do, the people had finished all but 
three of their houses, some of 
them had moved, and the others 
were to move in a few days. The 
sick had got better, so that none 
were now confined with disease. 
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I cannot close this long letter 
without recommending to the at- 
tention of the Society, the great 
services which have been render- 
ed by Elijah Johnson and Joseph 
Blake. Mr. Lott Carey has exert- 
ed himself on all occasions for the 
benefit of the Society. John Fish- 
er, though now at Sierra Leone 
by permission, has been very ser- 
viceable. 

I should be wanting in grati- 
tude were I to omit mentioning 


the kind attention shown us by thé 
officers of government at Free- 
town, by the Rev. Mr. Johnson of 
Regent’s Town, the Rev. Mr. 
Flood, and particularly the un- 
wearied attendance of Dr. Show- 
er to our late agents in their last 
illness, as well as to myself and 












all our people when sick. 





— 


| With sentiments of respect, I 
| have the honour to be 


Your humble servant, 
E. AYRES, 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 





ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION TO INDIA. 


Extracts from the Report of the Committee 
of the Baptist Missionary Society in 
England, for the year ending June 
1822. 

From the station at Dinagepore the 
accounts in the past year have been very 
satisfactory. Considerable additions have 
been made to the church, now consist- 
ing of seventy-two members, and others 
were expected shortly to join it. The 
whole number of persons who had re- 
nounced cast, was 167. Mr. Fernandez 
thinks that idolatry is visibly declining 
among the natives at large in that dis- 
trict, and states, in support of his opinion, 
that many large temples, built by the 
former Rajahs, are hastening to ruin, 
and that the pecuniary allowance allot- 
ted for their support by the native go- 
vernment, has been materially reduced, 
and is still annually decreasing. “ Thus,” 





he exclaims in a tone of triumphant an- | 
Vor. Ul—NVew Series. 





ticipation, “ thus shall idolatry fall before 
the gospel, as Dagon fell before the ark 
of the Lord.” 

No intelligence has reached us, for 
some time past, from Malda. It appears 
still to be occupied by Kristnoo, who 
has now for upwards of twenty years 
been engaged in teaching his country- 
men the way of salvation. 

In the last report from Mr. W. Carey, 
at Cutwa, an interesting account was 
given, in the words of this valuable mis- 
sionary, of the sphere in which he moves,- 
and the operations in which he is en- 
gaged. 

From the district of Jessore consider- 
able intelligence has been received, 
through the medium of monthly jour- 
nals transmitted to Seratpore. By 
these it appears that Mr. Thomas, with 
his five native assistants, Shristee-dura, 
Rama-soondura, Didhera, Huri-dasa and 
Radha-krishna, have been constantly en- 
gaged in travelling from village to vil- 
lage, and addressing all who were dis- 
posed to listen on the great theme of 
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eternal salvation. Four Hindoos have 
been baptized; ‘and the number of vil- 
lages, visited by the joyful sound, in the 
course of two months only, is stated to 
exceed one hundred and fifty. 

At Dacca, Mr. Leonard has been visit- 
ed with a very serious and alarming ill- 
ness, from which, however, it pleased 
God mercifully to restore him. A late 
examination of the Bengalee and Per- 
sian schools under his superintendence, 
afforded very gratifying proof of the 
progress of the pupils, and that a de- 
gree of interest has been excited in 
their minds which can scarcely fail to 


j tions of Mr. Ward, considerable profi- 


ciency was made in the study of Benga. 
lee by Mr. Mack and other missionary 
friends who sailed with them 

‘The second annual report of the col- 
lege, under the direction of our brethren 
at Serampore, has been lately received, 
The buildings are in a state of forward- 
ness, and forty-five youths are enjoying 
the advantages of education there. Of"* 
these, about thirty are the children of 
Christian parents, with whom Mr. Ward 
unites in domestic worship twice a day. 

Several additions appear to have been 
made to the church in the course of the 





produce highly beneficial effects. 

At the celebration of one of the Hin- 
doo idolatrous festivals, when it was 
computed that nearly two hundred thou- 
sand persons were assembled, some 
members of Mr. Leonard’s family (he 
being absent at the time) ventured to 
commence the distribution of tracts, 
which, it would appear, had not been 
attempted on such an occasion before. 
No sooner was this known, than thou- 
sands assembled about the gate, filled the 
garden and the house, and would not 
depart till each had received a book. 
The distribution occupied five succes- 


sive days, on the first of which alone, | 


more than three thousand individuals 
were supplied. 

The communications which have been 
received from Mr. Sutton at Moorsheda- 
bad clearly prove that, to use an expres- 
sion of his own, “the work in which 
he is engaged is the work of his heart.” 

We would commence our notice of 
the station ut Serampore, so long and so 
honourably distinguished ia our Mis- 
sionary annals, by gratefully reporting 
that Mr. Ward and his companions, who 
left this country just before our last an- 
nual meeting, arrived in safety at Cal- 
cutta in the month of October last. 
Their voyage had been pleasant and 
agreeable; the exercises of public and 
social worship had been regularly main- | 
faiped; and, under the kind jinstruc- 





past year. Referring to this subject, in 
a letter written soon after his return, 
Mr. Ward observes, “ The increase of 


been great, and a number appear to be 
added, every month, in one part of In- 
dia or another.” A similar account is 
given by Dr. Carey, who, in a communi- 
cat‘on dated about the same time, in- 
duiges a spirit of grateful complacency 
in contrasting the present state of India 
with that in which he found it. “It is 
now,” said he, “twenty-eight years, 
| within a few days, since I first landed. 
| There was no sanctification of the Sab- 
| bath, and a very thin attendance on the 
| only preacher of the gospel in this pre- 
| sidency. Infidelity was the generat 
_ open profession, and it would have been 
| reckoned a gross violation of decorum, 
to introduce the subject of religion im 
any company whatever. Now, the whole 
body of society has assumed a compara- 
tively religious aspect, and not a few im 
every station are decidedly pious.” | 

At Calcutta, a variety of events have. 
occurred in the past year. The new 
chapel, for English worship, was open- 
ed in March 1821; the expense, about 
£3000, had been nearly defrayed by 
subscriptions on the spot. The native 
places of worship are continued as be- 
fore, excepting that the chapel, erected 
| at the expense ofa pious female servant, 
having been found too distant from the 








the native Christians since I left has 
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road to command a tolerable congrega- | 


fion, has been taken down, and ground | 
procured for rebuilding it in a more | 
populous neighbourhood; to the ex- | 


pense of which, this liberal woman had i 


cheerfully contributed. A new station | 
has also been occupied at Howrah, a! 
very populous suburb of Calcutta, in | 
which reside many Englishmen, and | 
thousands of natives, who were all pre- 
viously destitute of the means of grace. | 

The mission press, under the manage- | 
ment of Mr. Pearce, continues to act as | 
a very powerful auxiliary in the dissemi- | 
nation of gospel truth, Since the last | 
yeport on this subject, nearly 70,000 | 
tracts and school books have been pub- | 
lished, besides the Sungskrit grammar, | 
by Mr. Yates, and a variety of other | 
works, 

A native called Anunda, has been | 
baptized in the course of the past year, | 
in whom they greatly rejoice. He isa 
Brahmun of respectable family, and has 
had to encounter violent opposition 
from his relatives; but his constancy has 
remained unshaken, and his whole de- 
meanour eminently consistent. He is 
regularly employed in preaching, and 
bids fairs to become a very useful minis- 
ter of the gospel to his countrymen. 
Another Brahmun was under instruc- 
tion, as an inquirer, at the date of the 
jJast accounts, of whom they had pleas- 

ing hopes. 

_ From Midnapore, Guyah, and Cawn- 
pore, we have received no accounts late- 
ly. It appears, however, that these 
posts are diligently occupied by the re- 
spective native teachers who reside at 
them, though no material effects have 
yet been produced, 

Mr. Thompson, whose most usual re- 
sidence is in the imperial city of Delhi, 
has been engaged, as in former years,” 
in extensive journies to the N. and N.E. 
of that place. A fact, noted in one of 
his latest communications, deserves at- 
tention. ‘“ Ifound,” he remarks, “that 
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ef all who came to hear me, such as 


were most remote from the British pro- 
vinces, were the readiest and most un- 
reserved in receiving our scriptures. J 
know not how it 1s, but the western na- 
tions certainly possess a thirst for know- 
ledge above those in Hindosthan.”. This 
circumstance induces him to wish to 
penetrate still farther into the regions 
beyond him, “I think,” says he, “the 
Nepalese are in a faveurable state for 
improvement, and I would gladly endure 
every hardship, to make a missionary 
journey, with the divine word, into 
these parts. As to Bootan, I should like 
to learn the language. This has been 
my anxious desire these four years and 
more. All the northern and western 
tribes I desire to visit, to recommend the 
Saviour and his word.” 

The very interesting station at Chitta- 
gong has been recently supplied with 
an additional labourer, in the person of 
Mr. Colman, from America, who was, for 
a season, the colleague of Mr. Judson at 
Rangoon, Hitherto, his time and that 
of Mr. Johannes, whose appointment 
was mentioned in the last report, must 
have been principally employed in ac- 
quirmg the language; hut when they 
shall be able to express themselves with 
facility, we feel encouraged to hope 
that it will appear that the Lord has 
much people in this remote district to 
gather to himself. The church, under 
all its disadvantages, is said to consist at 
present of 150 members, 

Considerable progress appears to have 
been made in the work of native educa- 
tion at Digah, in the course of the last 
year, The number of schools under the 
direction of Mr. and Mrs. Rowe is now 
seven, containing in all 178 boys and 46 
female pupils, 

Several additions have been made to 
the church at Dinapore, which consists 
of nearly 50 members; «nd a consider- 
able congregation usually assembles to 
hear the word ina neat place, which has 
lately been erected by their generous 
exertions, 


















































THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 





—— 








Death of Mr. Chamberlain. 
In former extracts, mention was 
made of the labours of brother Cham- 
berlain. In adverting, fora moment, to 
the station at Monghir, the last to be 
noticed on the continent of India, we 
have to announce, that those labours 
have for ever terminated! For several 
puccessive years we have had occasion 
to mention the declining state of his 
health. Occasional visits to the coast 
have, for a time, produced a considera- 
ble effect; but it now appears that his 
constitution, originally very strong, was 
gradually sinking, till at length exhaust- 
ed nature gave way. Towards the close 
of the year, he visited his brethren at 
Serampore and Calcutta; and on con- 
sulting two physicians in that metropo- 
lis, they agreed in recommending a long 
sea voyage, as the only expedient which 
could afford him the prospect of relief. 
His faithful and affectionate wife would 
gladly have shared the perils of the 
voyage, that she might administer to his 
comfort ; but this he would not permit, 
lest the station should be injured by 
her absence. He embarked, therefore, 
alone, on board the Princess Charlotte, 
in November last, intending tu proceed 
to his native country; but an allwise 
Providence had determined otherwise. 
For a few days after going on board ap- 
pearances were favourable; but the 
scene soon changed, and on the 6th of 
December, twenty days after his em- 
barkation, his spirit took its flight to 
a better world! 

By the death of Mr. Chamberlain, the 
society has lost a zealous and disinter- 
ested missionary; who, for nearly twen- 
ty years, has made full proof of his mi- 
nistry. He was eminent for decision of 
character—for an inflexible adherence 
to what he considered to be truth—and, 
for such a warm attachment to missiona- 
ry labours, as led him often to exert him- 
self beyond what his frame could well 
Mustain. As a preacher to the natives, 





he was, probably, the most impressive 
ever heard in India ; and his translation 
of the New Testament into the Brij 
Basha dialect, which is now printing at 
Serampore, is understood to exhibit 
ample proof of his superior proficiency 
as an Oriental scholar. In the different 
stations which he successively occupied, 
not a few appeared to have derived 
eternal benefit from his labours; and, it 
may humbly he hoped, that, in the day 
which shall bring hidden things to light, 
many others will arise to constitute his 
joy, and to bless the Providence which 
conducted him to that distant shore. 





CEYLON. 

In our last report, it was stated, that 
Mr. Chater was shortly expected in this 
country, to make arrangements for his 
numerous family, deprived, by the hand 
of Providence, of a mother’s care! This 
intention was afterwards abandoned; 
and he still remains in Colombo, to pro- 
secute those various and important la- 
beurs in which he has been so long en- 
gaged. Atthe three places of worship 
under his care, the word of life has been 
regularly dispensed in as many different 
languages. Six schools in Colombo, and 
the villages adjacent, containing in all 
216 pupils, are under his immediate 
care. No restrictions are imposed by 
the parents, as to the kind of instruc- 
tion given; scriptural information is, of 
course, constantly imparted; and this is 
imbibed with a readiness that affords 
Mr. C. a high gratification. 


a 


SIERRA LEONE. 





Extract of a letter from Lott Carey and 
Collin Teage, to the Cor. Sec, dated 
Sierra Leone, April 8th, 1822. 
REY. AND DEAR SIR, 
We avail ourselves of the present op- 
portunity of communicating tothe Board, 








such information as we have to lay before 
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them. We have to inform you that our 
local situation, afflictions, and other 
causes, prevented us from obtaining 
proper intelligence relative to the face 
of the country and the state of the na- 
tives, as we otherwise should have de- 
rived. Our only source, at present, is 
from those natives who visit the Sierra 
Leone market. Among some of them we 
discern a small portion of light, par- 
ticularly the Mundingoes: Their know- 
ledge of the Old Testament is very exten- 
sive; they are so well versed, that they 
have the most of the Mosaic writings by 
rote, and can rehearse them almost ver- 
batim. We much lament that we have 
not been able to visit them according 
to their serious requests. The Foulahs 
appear to be far superior, and practise 
much the Jewish customs: they argue 
with great judgment. The Kroo na- 
tion, who are contiguous to the Ameri- 
can settlement at Cape Messurado, are 
undoubtedly darker in religion than any 
we have met with. 

We are still of the opinion that there 
are innumerable sorrows ahead, with 
which we will have to contend. Pru- 
dence and judgment suggest the im- 
propriety of removing our families from 
Sierra Leone before the next dries, for 
one or tworeasons. First, we believe it 
impossible to have suitable houses pre- 
pared for the reception of the families, 
the want of which will unquestionably oc- 
 Casion asweeping mortality. Secondly, 
our great distance from Sierra Leone 
market, will be extremely injurious; from 
thence we have obtained our fresh sup- 
plies, of which we will be entirely de- 
prived. 

Although we are in this state of sad 
perplexity, we do not feel that we shall 
be justified in remaining in Sierra Leone. 
We find it a matter of fact, that we can } 
be of no individual service if we are con- 
fined to the colony in its present state. 
There are large fields for extensive use- 
fulness, where the word would be heard 








With gladness; but, located as we are, 


we must see them suffer, without being 
able to afford the least relief: this truly 
must be grievous to those who have the 
work at heart. 

We have used our utmost exertion to 
establish for the advancement of religion, 
a concert of prayer; but have not as yet 
succeeded. It is difficult for the brethren 
to enter into our ideas, yet we believe 
we shall ultimately succeed. We shal 
still rejoice that, amidst all our afflictions, 
and numerous trials, the Lord hath not 
forsaken us, 


DOMESTIC. 
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CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Roberts to the Cor. Sec. dated 
Valley Towns, August 14, 1827, 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

Tut school is still increasing ; two 
fresh scholars came last week, a poor 
lame girl and her brother, from a dis- 
tance of fifty miles. 

Our crop of corn, consisting of 70 
acres or more, is very good. I received 
a letter a few days ago from Mr. Oliver 
Stevens, Sunbury, Liberty county, Geo, 
stating that the friends of missions in 
that place, had sent a box of clothing 
for these poor children. He mentions 
that a considerable interest is excited in 
that part of the country, for the needy 
at this station, by means of letters pub- 
lished in the Luminary. This letter was 
like cold water to our thirsty souls, 
being assured that these good people 
who thus think of t'»: children under 
our care, think of us at the throne of 
grace. 

About two months ago we commenc- 
ed another school at the town of Nottle, 
16 miles from this place, where I have 
been in the habit of preaching once a 
month, and I trust not in vain. There 
are 40 or 50 in this town, that under- 
stand English, some whites and some 
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part breed, many of whom seem to hear 
for eternity. 
7 They are very desirous of having a 
local school, and are willing to contri- 
bute corn and meal, &c. towards sup- 
porting ateacher; and they are about 
building a house to answer the double 
purpose of worship and school. May 
the Lord bless their undertaking. 

We are now engaged in translating 
the Philadelphia Sunday-school spelling 

| ook, and if health be spared, we hope 

| to have it ready for the press in six 

| weeks. As this excellent book contains 

i nothing but the pure word of God, we 

| my reasonably hope that the same di- } 
- | vine blessings which followed its pro- 
gress through cities and villages, inha- 

' 

} 

| 

| 

; 

1 








bited by the whites, will not be with- 
holden from the humbler dwellers of the 
cabins and wigwams. 

‘Some of the boys who have been here 
for a long time trying to learn English, 
without understanding what they read, 
became discouraged, went away, and 
we see them no more. Others seemed 
to hang on between hope and despair. 
These, of late, begin to study their own 
| language, and some of them, in thes 
| shor: period of two or three weeks, can, 
to their great joy, read what they un- 
derstand. 

If it should meet the approbation of 
a the Board, I intend going to Washing- 
i 3 ton this fall, to get our spelling book 
) published. I hope the object can be 
accomplished without any expense to 
the Board. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Evan Jones 
to a friend in this city, dated 
Valley Towns, Cherokee Nation, Aug. 17,1822. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

Tuoven I have deferred writing so 
long, J will not now take up your time 
with apologies: but will endeavour to 
throw together a few hints respecting 
our proceedings, and our views of the 
plans most likely to accomplish the de- 
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the knowledge of the Saviour to this 
degraded portion of our fellow men. 
Our schools at present consist of 70 
pupils; 48 boys and 22 girls ; principal- 
ly half-breeds, quarteroons, &c. with a 
few full breeds. Those who understand 
English improve as fast as any white 
children I have met with. They are 
in general very tractable, and as easily 
managed as any equal number of whites. 
The full breeds also learn those things 
in which they have equal advantages, 
fully as fast as the others; but for want 
of understanding, and feeling a relish 
for what they are attempting to learn, 
it is very difficult to engage their atten- 
tion and to keep them regularly at 
school. We observe when they first 
come, they are generally much delight- 
éd with writing ; and most of them have, 
in a few days, learned to form all the 
letters of the alphabet. But we find 
that when the novelty of writing is over, 
and they enter en the dark and tedious 
business of spelling and combining 
sounds which they cannot articulate, 
and which convey no ideas to their 
minds, their path becomes rugged and 
uninteresting ; their native habits of in- 
dolence and listlessness resume their 
full force ; the pleasing ideas of bows 
and arrows, blow guns and balls, take 
possession of their minds; and the at- 
traction is irresistible. The consequence 
is, they cannot rest satisfied without 
frequently going home; and in this we 
are obliged in some degree to indulge 
them, though much against our inclina- 
tion. The Indians exercise no authority 
over their children; therefore it de- 
pends entirely on the children them- 
selves, whether they come to school or 
not. The only means then we have to 
secure their attendance, is, to render 
our instructions interesting; and this is 
a very difficult task when the co-opera! 
tion of the understanding cannot be se- 
cured. For these reasons we think it 
would be imprudent to enforce very 
strict regulations with regard to attend? 
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ance ; lest we should drive them away, 
and prevent their return. 

From the above notices, you will per- 
ceive that our labours are, at present, 
confined to the borders of the field ; but 
in order to do any thing effectual among 
these people, the ploughshare of the 
gospel must be thrust into the centre of 
this territory of darkness, the founda- 
tions of Satan’s empire must be made 
bare, and the tree of life planted in the 
midst of the ruins. Now, we know of 
no means so likely to effect this, as 
those by which our venerable brethren 
in the East have waxed so valiant in 
fight ; and by which they are daily turn- 
ing to flight the armies of the aliens. I 
mean tue translation of that word which, 
in the hand of the Holy Spirit, is sharper 
than any two-edged sword: which is 
perfect, converting the soul: which is 
sure, making wise the simple: which is 
right, rejoicing the heart: which is pure, 
enlightening the eyes: whose value is 
above fine gold, and whose taste is 
sweeter than the honey and the honey- 
comb. If this were commenced, and a 
small book printed, the trial might im- 
mediately be made. And we are per- 
suaded the progress of the work of edu- 
cation would thereby be accelerated ten- 
fold, while the expense would be great- 
ly diminished. This plan,.I believe, is 
acknowledged, by most intelligent per- 
sons, to be the most direct and expedi- 

‘tious ; but the practicability of it has 
been doubted by some, and the eligibili- 
ty of it by others. 

Against the practicability of this plan 
it has been urged, that the sounds of the 
Ianguage could never be_ represented 
by written, characters. This, which 
eould never have appeared a great dif- 
ficulty to the learned, is now entirely 
obviated. We have, in conjunction with 
‘the Rev. Mr. Butrick, of Brainerd, se- 
lected from the Roman characters an 
alphabet which comprehends all the 
sounds in the language; and which, I 
‘think, is simple and natural; every let- 





ter preserving one invariable power, 
and no two sounds being in any case 
represented by one letter. 

It has also been urged, that the Indian 
languages are so circumscribed in their 
vocabularies, that no intelligible trans- 
lation can be made into them. This 








| opinion, I presume, must have been 
| formed under the impression that the 
| language itself must be as limited as the 
| intelligence of the people. This how- 
| ever is far from being the case. The 
Cherokee language possesses a great 
facility of combination, by which new 
ideas can readily be expressed. The 
natives have no difficulty in naming any 
new instrument, when informed of its 
use. I showed a thermometer to a young 
Indian, and asked him its name. He in- 
quired what it was used for, and on being 
told, named it without hesitation. I 
then asked another, who, on being told 
its use, immediately gave it the same + 
name. The name corresponds exactly 
with Heat Gnomon. This native fertili- 
ty of the language, which I suspect is 
common to most, if not to all the Indian 
languages, compensates in a great mea- 
sure for the paucity of ideas familiar te 
the natives of the forest. We have met 
with several instances in which the Che- 
rokee language expresses passages of 
scripture with peculiar force and beauty. 

Against the eligibility of translations 
into these languages, it has been argued 
that it would be prejudicial to civiliza» 
tion, as it would have atendency to per- 
petuate the Indian languages,—with 
which these objectors consider barbar> 
ism to be identified. Every person, 
however, who has but a slight acquaint- 
ance with history, may perceive the fu: 
tility of this objection. would ask, in 
what age or country has the perpetus- 
tion of barbarism been promoted by the 
introduction, into any language, of that 
word of truth which maketh wise unto 
salvation? Had it that effect formerly 
in Europé? Has it that effect among 





| the Eastern pations, or the islanders of 
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Taheite, at the present day’ On the 
contrary, have not the holy scriptures, 
in every instance, illuminated, enriched, 
and, if the term may be allowed, sancti- 
fied, every Ianguage through which 
their sacred streams have been convey- 
ed? And have they not exalted, enno- 
bled and refined every people among 
whom they have been generally circu- 
lated? Are not the leaves of the tree of 
life for the healing of the nations ? 

Ihave heard it said, that teaching the 
Indians to read in their own language, 
would retard their progress in the Eng- 
lish. But who ever thought that the 
ability to read English retarded the pro- 
gress of an American youth in acquir- 
ing the Latin, Greek, or any other lan- 
guage? Is it not, on the contrary, a 
necessary prerequisite? The cases are 
parallel. 

These are the principal obstacles and 
objections that I have heard of; but I 
suSpect there is another secret hindrance 
more powerfully operative than all the 
rest put together; and that is the fear of 
encountering the drudgery of learning, 
without grammar, dictionary, or any 
kind of bcvoks, and also without a com- 
petent instructor, a language, every 
feature of which is totally dissimilar to 
our own. This obstacle, though far more 
formidable than any other, will also 
vanish when encountered by men who 
burn with zeal for the Lord of Hosts and 
the salvation of the human race. 

The advantages of a system of instruc- 
tion, amongst the various tribes, in their 
own languages, would be very import- 
ant in every respect; and, with the 
Divine blessing, would be productive of 
the happiest consequences. One great 
advantage would be the diminution of 
expense : as on that plan 1000 could be 


educated for the same sum that would be | 


required to educate 100 through the 
medium of the English. It is allowed 
that five or six years tuition would be 
necessary to complete the education of 
an Indian youth in English; whereas, if 














they were taught in their own language, 
one year would in general be sufficient 
to give them a plain education. 

This plan would bring education with. 
in the reach of thousands who would 
otherwise be entizely debarred from that 
invaluable privilege: The art of reading 
would be brought within the reach of 
thousands more ; and the opportunity of 
hearing the sacred oraclesread, would be 
afforded to all within the influence of 
the schools. This plan would be the 
most likely to secure the attendance of 
the children ; as all their exercises would 
be rendered pleasing : their understand- 
ings would be enlightened : and, as they 
proceeded, the precepts of the gospel 
would be familiarized to them; and 
thus a foundation would be laid for so- 
cial and Christian virtue. It would also 
have a tendency to disarm the jealousy, 
with which the missionary schools are 
viewed by some of the chiefs. And if 
to the native schools were added readers 
of the scripture, to go from house to 
house, and from village to village, there 
is no calculating the good that might be 
done in a few years. 

If some of the{warm-hearted members 
of the Board were here to see the de- 
graded state of these people, I think 
they would say, that necessity was laid 
upon them to turn upon the wretched 
immortals the benign rays of the gospel 
light to illuminate their darkness, and to 
guide their feet in the ways of peace. 
They are altogether ignorant of God, 
and of the nature of their own souls. 
They have no idea what will become of 
them after death: and though they do 
acknowledge a Creator, they are totally 
unacquainted with any of his attributes > 
hence they have no motive to stimulate’ 
them to virtue, or to deter them from 
vice ; and their own corrupt passions are 
their only guide. It is impossible for 
any person who knows the value of the 
human soul not to feel his spirit stirred 
in him, while viewing their condition, 
buried in wretchedness and misery, 
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literally without hope and without God 
in the world: and by many Christians, 
givenup as the irrecoverable slaves, and 
the hopeless, helpless prey of the prince 
of darkness. 

But though their state is at present so 
low, I cannot help indulging a hope, and 
sometimes a belief, that brighter days 
are about to dawn upon them. When 
we view the tide of gospel light rolling 
its majestic waves over many other parts 
of the earth, (dispelling the darkness, 
and giving life to the dead,) in conjunc- 
tion with the promises that the heathen 
shall be given to the Son for his inherit- 
ance, our faith and hope are invigora- 
ted, and we are induced to believe thata 
channel will be opened, to convey a re- 
freshing stream to the Cherokees also. 
O! how it would rejoice our hearts to be 
made the instruments of conveying to 
these never-dying souls, a few drops only 
out of that inexhaustible fountain of life 
and love. 

Being fully persuaded that all attempts 
to introduce the gospel amongst these 
benighted people in a foreign language 
must prove futile, brother Roberts and 
myself have devoted all the time we 
could spare, to the acquisition of the lan- 
guage. And we have, by the help of our 
interpreter, translated the account of the 


Creation, the Flood, the Confusion of 


Tongues, the History of Abraham, the 
Birth of Christ, the third chapter of John, 
‘and a collection of passages by brother 
Roberts, forming a summary of the plan 
of salvation and the death of the Saviour ; 
also, a number of pieces suited to form a 
spelling book, besides a great number of 
phrases calculated to elucidate the idiom 
of the language. We have frequently 
read some of these picces to the na- 
tives, and find that they are well under- 
stood, though the subjects are new to 
them, and our pronunciation imperfect. 


[We have some specimens of these 
translations in hand, and will probably 
present our readers with them in the 
next number of the Luminary.] 

Vou. Wl—NVew Series. 








FORT WAYNE MISSION, 


The Board of Managers of the General 
Convention have now under their pa- 
tronage, besides brother M‘Coy, Rev. 
Mr. Sears and wife, from New York, and 
Mr. Giles Jackson and family. It is 
hoped Mr. Sears has reached Fort Wayne, 
and commenced his missionary labours. 
Mr. Jackson, from the Concord Baptist 
church, Stapleton, Ohio, by trade a 
blacksmith, has opened his shop and en- 
tered on his useful services. The Board 
has lately received as an addition to that 
station, Mr. Johnston Lykins. He has 
for some time beena teacher there. Late- 
ly he has been baptized by Mr. M‘Coy, 
and promises to become highly useful in 
the management of the school. Mr. 
M‘Coy is much pleased with his talents, 
his ardour for usefulness, and his exem- 
plary conduct. 


Extracts from the Journal of the Reverend 
Mr. VM Coy. 


Feb. 16, 1822.—On my return from the 
eastward, found all my family in health, 
except our unfortunate child. But my 
poor wife was almost worn out with dis- 
tress and fatigue: She had experienced 
more trials in my absence than I had 
anticipated. 

Upon the whole, considering her ex- 
tensive charge and multiform labours, I 
must say that Providence has wonderful- 
ly preserved her health and her spirits, 
and has as astonishingly preserved the 
mission. 

Four Indian girls had been received 
into the family in my absence; a drove 
of more than fifty fat hogs from Wabash, 
a drove collected by brother Evans in 
Ohio, many articles of clothing from 
divers places, many interesting commu- 
nications from correspondents, among 
which one from Gov. Cass, had also been 
received. 

The disposition of the Indians in 
general, I found was still encouraging, 

Sunday, Feb. 17.—I1 continued too un- 
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well to preach, delivered a short lecture 
only. 

Feb. 26.—Two of the girls who came 
hither last, and Consafqua, who return- 
ed last fall contrary to the wish of her 
friends, have absconded, and taken with 


them some clothing which we would be | 


glad to get back. 

The two larger girls had visited their 
acquaintances several times, and spent 
the night at their camps, and we had 
mildly let them know that we would 
prefer that they visit their friends at 
hours more seasonable. I presume they 
found our rules rather irksome. 

We much regret the folly of Consaf- 
qua, because she had risked so much in 
returning to us last fa, and was indeed 
a promising girl. 

March 4.—For a while the school has 
been suspended for want of an assistant 
teacher. Have recommenced it to-day. 

Mr. Kircheval, sub. agent of Indian 
affairs, who nobly encourages the Indians 
to adopt habits of industry, has just re- 
turned from a visit to Massassinaway. 
A band of Miamies at the forks of the 
Wabash, having already hired the fenc- 
ing of a large field, and the erecting of 
one house, have declared their determi- 
nation to persevere, and to build six 
more houses, that is, one for each family. 
This party draws $800 annuity. They 
propose giving $600 of the aforemention- 
ed sum for purposes of procuring cattle, 
hogs, farming utensils, &c. and of improv- 
ing their lands. Others of the Miamies 
are doing likewise. 

March 5.—Abraham, our eldest stu- 
dent, informed me that, for some time, 
a certain trader had been incessantly 
persuading him toleave the school, and 
engage with him in trade. He appeared 
much discouraged in relation to obtain- 
ingan education, and desired my advice. 
I encouraged the lad to continue in the 
school, gave him assurances of my re- 
gard for him, stated the prospects that 
were before hint, provided he should 
follow my advice, andthe danger and 


ruin of the contrary course. he became 
quite satisfied, and has recommenced 
his studies with much cheerfulness. 
April 4.—Had an interview with Char. 
ley, a Miamie chief, stated to him my in- 
tention not to earry the Miamie children 
in our school, into the country of the 
Putawatomies, as had been reported, 
That I had repeatedly told them I wished 
to do them good, and would teach their 
children gratis, and that I was in the 
same mind still. That E designed to have 
a school specially for his nation, and 
would locate it at any place they might 


their improving their lands, and purchas- 
ing stock, and that they were now on 
the road to happiness. 

Accompanied by the agent, Itook him 
into the school, and to see our loom. He 
then replied: 

“Father, you spoke to me just now gs 
we were seated on the grass. A good 
man’s words are always true, whether 
we hear them onthe ground or in a 
house. You have now brought me inta 
your house, and I see with my own eyes 
that your words are true. I see that of 
which I had only heard before. Isee 
the children here in school doing well, 
and learning that which will make them 
respectable, and will be of great benefit 
tothem. I have two children whom I 
will bring to the school assoon as I shall 
have planted corn, and I will encourage 
my people to come into these measures.” 

Charley is one of the Massassinaway 
band, who are determined to adopt the 
habits of civilized life, notwithstanding 
the opposition of many idle, worthless 
fellows of that place. He has left the 
village, and settled some miles off, where 
he intends making a farm, and he is now 
here making arrangements for hiring 
men to make him a fence, and for pro- 
curing farming utensils. He assures me 
ethat many of his people are determined 
to make plantations. 

Sunday, April 14.—To-day four of our 








children, who haye been absent through 


choose. That I was very glad to hear of 
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the winter, returned in wretched case. | 


They informed me that their grand- 
mother, a very old Putawatomie woman, 
was lying ata camp alittle distance from 
our house,‘ at the point of death. Soon 


after, two of her grandsons announced | 


her death, and requested assistance in 
burying her, saying they “had nothing 
with which to make a hole in the 
ground.” ‘They were very thankful to 
me for granting their request. My wife 
and I walked to the camp, where we 
found the corpse lying on the ground 
wrapped in an old blanket. By the 
colour of the grass underneath, we could 
discover that the old woman had lain in 
this position several days previous to her 
decease. It had been raining and some- 
times snowing for several days, and the 
earth was very full of water, to all which 
she had been exposed, without having 
even a tent cloth ora piece of bark fora 
shelter. The few rags which had served 
for clothes were filthy in the extreme, 
and under and about her were vermin as 
might be seen about a putrid carcass 
that had lain some days on the earth. 
The sight was shocking! What insensi- 
bility and depravity must her children 
have possessed, who had been lounging 
around their mother in this wretched 
predicament? The whole company ex- 
hibited a scene of poverty, wretchedness 
and wickedness, almost unparalleled, 
except among the Indians. Near the 
corpse were a man and two women 
drunk. Others were but little better. 
A few were sober, and looked solemn. 
All were destitute of any shelter, except 
a piece of atent cloth which partially 
covered two orthree ofthem. Notwith- 
standing the wind blew cold, they had 
not as much fire as would have heated a 
gallon of water, had it been placed over 
it ina vessel. All their clothing, bed- 
ding, cooking vessels, or property of 
whatever description, would not have 
constituted a back load for one of them. 
The only particle of food I could discov- 
er about the encampment, was a piece 











of a dog which they had butchered in 
the morning, which was hanging on the 
limb ofa tree. They had not skinned 
the animal, but had thrown him into the 
fire and singed off the hair. For our 
own comfort, we gathereda few sticks 
and kindled a fire. At my request one 
of them showed me where they wished 
the dead to be buried, andI had the 
grave prepared. In order to convey the 
corpse to the grave, they placed it on a 
pole extending a little beyond the head 
and the feet, and with thongs tied it fast 
to the pole in several places. A short 
pole was then placed across the stomach, 
between the body antlthe first pole ; 
four men then took hold, one at each 
end of the poles, and thus conveyed this 
wretched female to the place of inter- 
ment. 

When she was placed in the grave, 
one of them laid a piece of tobacco at 
her head, and addressed the deceased in 
the following words : 

“Grandmother, you have lived long 
enough, you have now died and left all 
your children. 

“Grandmother, I give you apiece of 
tobacco to smoke, that you may rest 
quietly in your grave, and not disturb us 
who are alive. This is all I have to give 
you. Weill all smoke for you. Our 
father (alluding to myself ) will take care 
of your grandchildren. 

“Grandmother, I now bid you fare- 
well.” 

When the grave was filled they 
kindled a fire at the head, and another 
at the feet, after which they all retired 
to the camp, in order to conclude the 
funeral by smoking, and drinking whis- 
key. I detail only a few occurrences of 
this kind as illustrative of the situation of 
these Indians in general, among whom 
we live. They are miserable in this 
world, and what must be their condition 
in the next! 

April 17.—Mrs, M’Coy received an 
interesting visit from two Miamie women, 
in whom the operations of the loom ex- 
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cited much curiosity. One of them tried 
her hand at throwing the shuttle. 

April 19.—Consafqua, the girl who 
left us without permission, as mentioned 


in my note of Feb. 26, has returned. 1 


She stopped some distance from tlhe 
house, and seemed afraid to venture 
nearer. Some of our girlsinvited her in, 
but it was with difficulty that they could 
prevail on her to see my wife and me. 
She appearedremarkably ashamed. We | 
shook her hand, but did not ask her to 
remain with us. | 

April 20.—Consafqua has repeatedly | 
requested permission to continue with | 
us, says she was persuaded to leave us | 
by another girl, that she will do so no 
more, and if my wife will permit her to 
remain and will give her a frock so that 
she may put off her Indian dress, of 
which she is ashamed, she will go to 
work, and work well. Supposing she 
was sufficiently humbled, her requests 
were granted. 

Apekonea, a Putawatomie lad ap- 
parently about 15 years old, somewhat 
related to the old woman whom we | 
buried a few days ago, has been about | 
our house during the past week, and has | 
frequently intimated that he wished to 
live with us. This evening he came in | 
and begged me to take him into our | 
family ; said the Indians were so poor he | 
did not like to live among them ; that | 








—————— 


George, a respectable Miamie who 
lately deceased, requested before his 
death, that his children should be raised 
| in our family. 

April 29.—This evening brother Jack- 
son sent in for assistance. The messen- 
ger left him twelve miles back with the 
team, so worn down on account of the 
bad road, that they were unable to get 
on with the wagon. 

April 30.—Went out with a yoke of 
oxen and a young man, and met brother 
Jackson wading through the mud and 
water. At 4 o’clock had the happiness 
to sce in our house another missionary 
brother and sister, who, if they do not 
prove a comfort to my wife and me, and 
a blessing to the mission, will greatly 
disappoint our present expectations. 

Reccived a visit from Benac, a Putawa- 
tomie, which afforded additional evi- 
dence of the interest which many of his 
tribe feel in our contemplated settle 
ment among them. 

May 2.—Met with a man and two wo- 
men from the village of Menomine, the 
Indian preacher, who seemed overjoyed 
at our meeting. 

. Menomine had instructed them to in- 
quire when I would visit them ; on being 
advised of the time, he would prepare 
to give me a comfortable reception. He 
was also very hungry for tobacco, and 
hoped I would send him a little to smoke. 





he would be a good boy, and would do 
every thing I should tell him, and that if | 
¥ would permit him to stay here, his 
father would by and by kill deer and 
bring me meat. I allowed him to go 
through with his affecting pleadings be- 
fore I asked him a question, and could 
not deny his request. 





One of our Indian lads informed me 
that Maatenawa, the Indian who attempt- 
ed to murder my child last winter, was 
over the river, and had sent me word, 
that, if | wished to see him, I might 
know where to find him, and that he 
was not afraid to fight me. Mungosa, 
the boy who assisted in taking him at 


Fortunately we had this day received || first, appeared to be much provoked by 


a box of clothing from some good friends , 


his insolence, and was anxious that I 


in Ohio, and were prepared to furnish |} should meet him, and knew not how to 
him -with a suit of clothes. He im- || account for my declining to accept the 
mediately washed himself in the river, |! challenge on any other principle than 
and in a few minutes appeared in English || that of fear. 


dress, elated with his good fortune to a 


The impudence of this wicked man 








height that was truly amusing. 


is very trying to my feelings ; but I must 
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adhere to the maxim I have long since 
adopted, that my feelings, my comfort, 
and personal interest, must be subordi- 
nate to the interests of the mission. 

These Indians have no idea of civil au- 
thority, and would suppose that a pro- 
cess against the offender, was solely the 
result of a principle of revenge in me 
alone. Some, as I am informed, have 
already expressed some surprise, that 
their father, who had come hither to 
- teach them good things, should now 
wish to hang them. 

Just at dark a man called on me, and 
begged me to visit a sick friend he had 
lying at the camp, I found the unhap- 
py man lying on the ground in the open 
air, surrounded by his party, most of 
whom were intoxicated, and close to his 
nose sat a cup of whiskey, which was 
removed at my request. The poor crea- 
ture had a violent fever, and complained 
of great distress in his stomach and 
lungs. He begged me to send him a 
little something to eat, which I did. 

May 3.—This morning the sick In- 
dian was brought into our house through 
the rain, after spending the night on the 
earth without a shelter. 

May 4.—Maatenawa, the wicked man 
of whom I have lately had occasion often 
to speak with grief, has been afraid to 
come on this side of the river. Yester- 
day, in a drunken frolic, about two miles 
from this, he bit his wife’s nose partly 
off. (It often happens that a Putawato- 
mie in a quarrel with his wife, bites off 
her nose.) Her brother, enraged at the 
insult offered to his sister, drew his knife 
and stabbed the offender twice, of which 
he died soon after. A friend to the 
murdered immediately shot the murder- 
er, and killed him. Thus were these 
two immortal souls hurried into eternity, 
doubtless unprepared ! 

I am informed that some Indians had 
told Maatenawa, soon after he came into 
the neighbourhood, that I was coming to 
kill him. He replied, he would endea- 








vour to kill me first. Said he wished to i his opinion that his uncle had been por 


live a little longer, and if I would not 
molest him, and would accept an atone- 
ment, he would give me $400, It is 
highly probable that if this man had met 
with me, he would have made a desper- 
ate effort to take my life. But notwith- 
standing I am daily from home more or 
less, and always unarmed, Providence 
has not permitted him to see me. 

Some wicked fellows have now re- 
ported that I had said I was glad he 
was dead. Apprehensive that these 
false reports will increase, and expose 
me to the revenge of some of the mer- 
ciless relations of Maatenawa, who may 
easily be persuaded that I was accessary 
to his death, I am pursuing measures to 
let them know that these reports are 
groundless, 

Sunday, May 5.—To-day, the sick In- 
dian, believing he was dying, requested 
to be carried into the yard. These In- 
dians feel a repugnance to being in a 
house when they die. He deceased 
about 3 o’clock, leaving a wife and three 
small children, as poor almost as pover- 
ty could make them, to find subsistence, 
or to starve in the forests. 

I had him buried as decently as time 
would admit. It is their custom to bury 
their dead as soon as possible. I had not 
therefore time to prepare a coffin, but 
placed boards around him. They would 
not permit me to dig the grave as deep 
as is common among the whites. Agree- 
ably to their custom, they put a piece of 
tabacco at his head. 

The countenance of his wife indicat- 
ed melancholy. His wife’s sister shed 
tears. A nephew of his, who was some- 
what intoxicated, hearing of his decease, 
came running and hallooing like a mad- 
man. He set up a hideous bawling, 
which resembled the howling of a wolf, 
more than the lamentation of a bereaved 
friend. 

After some fulsome incantations, such 
as blowing his breath into the nostrils of 
ine deceased, and the like, he gave it as 
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soned; and set off, declaring that he 
would go immediately and kill the In- 
dian whom he suspected of this crime.— 
Excessive drinking and exposure were 
no doubt the cause of this man’s death. 
But it seems that these people are slaves 
to the devil, and are led at his will. 

Tam careful never to administer any 
medicine to their sick, lest, if the patient 
should die, they should suspect that I 
had poisoned him. It is common for 
them to believe that witciicraft is con- 
nected with the knowledge and prac- 
tice of medicine. 

The Indians observe various modes of 
interring their dead. I have scen two 
who were each buried ina log. A tree 
of a proper size was felled, and at a con- 
venient place onthe trunk, abo tt a fourth 
part was split off the upper side, in a 
solid piece, as long as the corpse. In 
this place, now flattened, they dug a 
trough, into which the dead body was 
jaid ; the piece that had been taken off 
was then replaced as a lid to the coffin. 
Two stakes were then driven into the 
earth on each side of the coffin, twelve 
or eighteen inches from the log, between 
which were laid small logs of wood, of a 





proper length, and piled to a height 
over the dead body, which made the | 
whole, when completed, resemble 4 | 
common cord of wood. 

I have seen some who had been laid 
almost, or entirely on the surface of the 
earth, and enclosed with small poles 
notched very closely together. Some- 
times the walls were built perpendicular- 
ly, like the wails of a house, and the top 
covered with poles. But most common- 
ly the walls from the base incline to- 
wards each other, until the longer come 
in contact. Sometimes the enclosure is 
filled with earth around the corpse. At 
one end is made a small aperture, suffi- 
cient to admit a twist of tobacco. 

A small wooden post, passing through 
the top part of the enclosure, and ex- 
tending a few feet above, is sometimes 
erected, as a monument of noble ex- | 
ploits which a man of consequence had 





achieved in his life time. Notches or 
marks are inserted in the post designat- 
ing particular acts. 

About a year past a woman was buri- 
ed on the Wabash in the following man- 
ner. She was seated on the earth, with 
her body and head erect, and was brac- 
ed up in this position, with her face to- 
wards the rising of the sun. In the en- 
closure of poles, was made a small win- 
dow on the east side, through which it 
was designed she should behold the ris- 
ing sun. I suppose in order that the 
moraing beams should cheer even the 
house of death. What an expressive 
emblem of the dying Christian’s hope 
when anticipating the morning of the 
resurrection ! 

Some time ago, a Putawatomie, who 
had acquired the name of Tobacco, 
from his remarkable fondness for that ar- 
ticle, requested to be buried in some 
public place, which travellers would of- 
ten pass, in hopes that from them he 
would frequently receive a piece of to- 
bacco, the use of which he said he 
could not leave off. According to his 
request, he was buried in a log, in the 
forks of a road between Detroit and 
Chicago. 

One of my acquaintances informs me, 
that he saw the corpse of a Chippewa 
wrapped in a blanket, and fastened in 
the forks of a tree, at a considerable 





distance from the earth, and another laid 


in a trough, on a scaffold raised eight or 


ten feet from the ground. 

Iam also credibly informed that, not 
long since, aman on Wabash was buried 
upright on his feet, which stood on the 
surface of the earth. Before his death 
he desired that he might be placed in 
this position for the purpose of guarding 
a coal mine near which he was buried. 
He supposed it contained something val- 
uable, and stated to his people that the 
whites were approaching there very fast, 
and that he thought it necessary to take 
care of so important a treasure. 


[To be continued.7 
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Miscellaneous. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


“ How many forms doth avarice take to || 


disguise itself from the man that is guil- 
ty of it, and who will be drenched in 
the guilt of it until the day he dies!— 
Sometimes it is prudence, which requires 
him to provide not only for his present 
wants, but for such as he may have in 
future. Sometimes it is charity, which 
requires him not to give society exam- 
ples of prodigality and parade. Some- 
times it is paternal love, obliging him to 
save something for his children. Some- 
times it is circumspection, which re- 
quires him not to supply people who 
make an ill use of what they get. Some- 
times itis necessity, which obliges him to 
repel artifice by artifice. Sometimes it 
is conscience, which convinces him, good 
man! that he hath already exceeded in 
compassion and almsgiving, and done 
too much. Sometimes it is eguity, for 
justice requires that every one should 
enjoy the fruit of his own labours and 
those of hisancestors. Such, alas! are 
the awful pretexts and subterfuges of 
the miser.” 


—_—_—- 


“¢ Mirth is like a flash of lightning, that 
breaks through the gloom of clouds, and 
glitters for a moment: Cheerfulness 
keeps up a kind of day light in the 
mind, and fills it with a steady and per- 
petual serenity.” 





ORDINATION. 


Tne Rev. Wittram Maxwect was 
solemnly ordained to the pastorship of 
the Baptist church at Woodstown, New 
Jersey, August 29, 1822. The services 
were opened by singing and prayer. 
Brother Strawbridge preached from 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every 








creature,” ke. The usual questions \ land of her kindred and friends. 


relative to the experience, faith and mi- 
nisterial call of the candidate, and the 
desire of the church that he should be 
stationed over them, were proposed by 
Rev. Mr. Sheppard. The presbytery 
present, consisting of the above-named 
brethren and the Rev. Mr. Cooper, pro- 
ceeded to the imposition of hands, ac- 
companied with prayer by brother 
Strawbridge. 

A charge was then delivered by bro- 
ther Sheppard to the candidate, illustra- 
tive of the nature of the office of a pas- 
tor, and the sacred importance of his 
charge. Brother Strawbridge addressed 
the church on the duty of encouraging 
and supporting a brother of their own 
choice. The services of the day were 
refreshing to many. The pleasures were, 
however, diminished by the indisposi- 
tion of brother Maxwell, who has since 
been called, in providence, to weep 
over the remains of the companion of 
his cares and consolations. 


oa 


ARRIVAL OF MRS. JUDSON. 


Mrs. Jcyson, the amiable wife of our 
missionary at Rangoon, arrived at New 
York, in the packet ship Amiry, captain 
Maxwell, on the 24th ult. She is at 
present in Philadelphia. We are grati 
fied to learn that her health is much im. 
proved, and hope it will please the 
‘¢‘ Father of Mercies” to continue her, for 
many years, a blessing to the benighted 
heathen of Burmah. 

It is consoling to her friends to learn 
that she received every attention, du- 
ring her short stay in England, which 
her private worth and public station 
merited ; and we rejoice that a kind . 
Providence has permitted her, with re- 
turning health, once more to visit the 
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POETRY. 


From the Russian Anthology. 
DURING A THUNDER STORM. 
ft thunders: Sons of dust, in reverence bow ! 
Ancient of Days! Thou speakest from above : 
‘Thy right hand wields the bolt of terrour now : 
The band which scatters peace and joy and love. 


Almighty ! trembling like a timid child, 
I hear thy awful voice—aiarmed—afraid— 
1 see. the flashes of thy lightning wild, 
And in the very grave would hide my head. 


Lord! what is man! Up fo the sun he flies— 

Or feebly wanders through earth’s vale of dust ; 
There he is Jost in heaven’s high mysteries, 

And here in errour and in darkness lost : 


Beneath the storm-clouds of life’s raging sea, 
Like a poor sailor—by the tempest tost 

In a frail bark—the sport of destiny, 
He sleeps—and dashes on the rocky coast. 


Thou breathest—and the obedient storm is still ; 
‘Thou speakest—silent the submissive wave : 

Man’s shattered ship the rushing waters fill, 
And the hushed billows roll aevoss his grave. 


Uneaused and endless God! compared with Thee 
Life isashadowy momentary dream ; 

And Time, when viewed through thy Eternity, 
Less than the mote of morning's golden beam. 





From 'the Freeman’s Journai. 
A PRAYER. 


©! Thou eternal One, 
Thy pardon I implore ; 
Save me from sin and endless death, 
That I may praise Thee while I’ve breath, 
And praise Thee evermore. 


Let me but feel my sins, 
And then the load remove ; 
O! give me power in faith to pray, 
That I may find the better way, 
And taste thy precious love. 


The hardness, Lord, remove, 

That presses round my heart; 
Control my stubborn will, and give 
Assurance that I still may live ; 

© bid my sims depart. 


Wash me, till I am clean, 
In Jesus’ precious blood ; 
Arm me with faith and glorious hope, 
And draw my wandering spirit up, 
T’ adore my Saviour God. 


And when I come to die, 

O! Jesus, be my tower ; 
Gonduct me safe through death’s dark gloom, 
Let angels guard my spirit home 

To praise Thee evermore. 








From the Evangelical Magazine. 
ON ISAIAH LIII. 2, &e. 


Like the tree planted in the rugged soil, 
Through which no wholesome riv’let flows, 
Nor e’en a genial zephyr blows, 

To bless the efforts of the peasant’s toil ; 

Or like the flower from India torn, 
And thence to northern climates borne,— 

The Son of Mary stood defenceless and forlorn. 


Not though the riches of an eastern land, 
In wide profusion round him lay, 
And all the pomp of regal sway 
To him was offer’d with a tempting hand, 
Did splendid honours gild his head ; 
But oft he made the earth his bed, 




















In mean attire was clad, on coarse provisions fed 


His work was merey to a ruined race ! 
Whose punishment he made his own, 
That for their guilt he might atone, 
And cleanse their souls from sin by heavenly grace. 
“* Despis’d of men,”’ he lov’d them still, 
Freely perform’d his Father’s will, 
Tho’ his own death alone its vengeance could fulfi!. 


His death !—the steady sun forgot its light, 
The elements (at peace before) 

With sudden terrour seem’d to roar, 

And Heaven itself its lustre chang’d to night ! 
The price was paid,—man’s pardon bought, 
The distant near to God were brought, 

Tho’ guilty, holy made ; and all their sins forgot ! 


Great Son of Mary, let redeeming love 
My soul inspire with sacred fear, 

While travelling through dangers here, 
Till death transport me to the throngs above ; 
There, racking serrow has no place! 

There, glorious triumph crowns the race, 


LOVE OF GOD. 
My God, permit a creeping worm to say, 
Thy Spirit knows I love Thee !—worthless wretch 
To dare to love a God! but grace requires, 
And gtace accepts, Thou seest my labouring soul, 
Weak as my Zeal is, yet my zeal is true; 
It bears the trying furnace. Love divine 
Constrains me. Iamthine. Incarnate love 
Has seiz’d, and holds me in Almighty arms. 
Here’s my salvation, my eterna! hope, 
Amidst the wreck of mortals, and dying nature, 
Iam the Lord’s and he’s for ever mine! Dr. Watts. 





TO A CHILD. 

On parent knees a naked new born child, 
Weeping thou sat’st, while ail around thee smil'd : 
So live, that, sinking in thy last long sleep, 





Calm thou may’st smile, while all around thee weep. 


And all with grateful praise behold thy smiling face’ 
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